
Healthy Food. Every Person. Every Day. May 2018 

INSIDE PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

A word of gratitude 
from Al 

The Food Bank’s Mobile Harvest 

program helps Rita provide her 

grandchildren with the fresh, 

nutritious food they need to thrive. 

Read more of Rita’s 

story on page 2. 
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NATASHA 

I don’t know what 
we’d do without the 
Food Bank. 
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YOUR SUPPORT 

Delivering nutritious 
food to families across 
our region. 
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President’s Report 

Al Brislain 

President and CEO 

Continued from page 1 

My name is Rita, and I’ve been raising my 

grandchildren for the past four years.  

Shortly after the kids came to live with me, I 

learned about the Food Bank’s Mobile 

Harvest program.   

Living on a fixed 

income can be 

particularly 

challenging 

when everyday 

expenses like 

gas are rising, 

and can leave 

me with less to 

spend on 

groceries for the 

three of us.  

When I do my 

shopping, I focus 

on picking up meat, dairy, and other 

staples.  Knowing that I can supplement my 

grocery purchases with the fresh fruits and 

vegetables we receive at Mobile Harvest is 

a great relief.  I don’t think I’d be able to 

make up the difference and have all of 

these healthy things in the house if it wasn’t 

for this program.  

I think often about the people who make all 

this happen and wonder if they realize what 

an incredible impact they’re having and how 

much of a difference they’re making in so 

many people’s lives.   

Your support ensures that kids like 

Rita’s grandchildren are getting the 

healthful, nutritious foods they need to 

thrive.  Thank you! 

A word of 
gratitude 
from Al 

 

Every time I come here,  
I am just so touched by  
the kindness of the people 
who make this happen.  

With gratitude, 

 

 

Al Brislain, President and CEO 

Spring is here and that means a couple of things here at 

the Food Bank.  We are busy planning for Kids Cafe 

Summer Meals, our program to help feed kids in the 

summer when they are out of school. Receiving 

adequate nutrition is so important for children.  With 

close to 30,000 students in Washoe County qualifying 

for free or reduced school lunch, we know that offering 

free meals to kids in parks, rec centers and libraries is 

vital to helping parents with their summer budgets.   

We are also working very hard to maximize our efforts 

during the growing season to get more fresh, nutritious 

produce to families in our area.  This is a time when we 

can really maximize those dollars and can often get a 

free truck of fresh produce by simply raising enough 

money to transport it here from California.  This produce 

is delivered through many of our 145 partner agencies 

and through our Mobile Harvest program.  Families 

visiting Mobile Harvest distributions tell us that the 

program not only helps them make ends meet with their 

food budget but that they are so thankful for the 

opportunity to access the fresh, healthful foods they 

need to thrive.   

Thank you so much now and always for your support of 

the Food Bank of Northern Nevada and the families we 

serve.  The community responds so generously to help 

families served by the Food Bank during the holiday 

season but the truth is that this can be an even more 

challenging time of year for many families.   Your 

support helps families not to have to make the difficult 

choices they often face. For YOU we are so grateful.  

“Without the Food 

Bank, so many 

children in our 

community would 

go hungry.” 
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Program Spotlight 

Every month, more than 7,000 

people are connected to the fresh 

foods they need for their family 

through the Food Bank’s Mobile 

Harvest program.  Our Mobile 

Harvest truck travels all across the 

Food Bank’s 90,000 square mile 

service area to deliver fresh fruits 

and vegetables to families who 

need them.    

 

Each month, Mobile Harvest will 

visit more than 40 different sites to 

deliver this nutritious food.  The 

idea is to meet families in their own 

neighborhood and the program is 

so welcome and appreciated by 

these families!    

Last year, the 

Mobile Harvest 

program delivered 

more than 2.1 

million pounds of 

fresh produce 

right to families 

who need it.   The 

Food Bank is 

always looking for 

ways to make it  

 

better or to reach those who are not 

already being served.  Right now, 

we are adding three new 

distribution sites to the schedule 

and two of them are at schools.   

“Without this help, there are going to be children in our community  

going to bed hungry.  And, the reality is, my kids have been those 

kids, and they could definitely be again without this program. ”   

-NATASHA 

I Don’t Know  What We Would Do Without This Help 

Mobile Harvest: 
Delivering Fruits & 
Vegetables to Our 
Neighbors in Need 

My name is Natasha, and today 

is my second time visiting Mobile 

Harvest.   

My husband and I have 

three children and are 

new to the Reno area.  

Until recently, the five of us have been 

living in our RV. Last month, we were able 

to get a house to rent with my mom.  We’re 

so thankful to have a more stable place to 

live, but the rent takes up a significant 

portion of our income. 

It was just such a relief when the counselor 

at my kids’ school told me about this 

program.  We came for the first time two 

weeks ago, and I can’t believe what a  

 

huge difference it has made.  My kids all love fruit, 

and I really try to make sure we always have plenty 

on hand for them, and I’m including lots of 

vegetables in our meals, too.  

Realistically, though, it’s really 

difficult to squeeze much of 

those fresh foods into our food 

budget.  Especially now as the 

kids are getting close to being 

out of school for the summer, 

it’s so helpful to know that we 

have this resource available to 

us.  Knowing that we’ll be able 

to not only fill their bellies but 

fill them with food that’s 

actually good for them takes a 

lot of stress off of our family.   



4 Food Source | fbnn.org 

Feeding the hungry today and solving hunger for tomorrow through community partnership. 

Yes, Al! I want to provide fresh fruits and vegetables and 
other nutritious foods for kids in our community. 

It’s easy! Give online at fbnn.org 
Please make your check payable to: 

Food Bank of Northern Nevada 
550 Italy Drive | McCarran, NV 89434 

Your donation is tax-
deductible to the full 
extent of the law.  We 
will send you a receipt 
for your records. 

$250 $100 $50 $25 Other  $ 

Please sign me up for the Hunger Fighting 
Champions Monthly giving program. 

Please charge my gift on my credit card: 
VISA MC AMEX DISC 

To charge your gift by phone, please call (775) 331-3663. 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP 

MY PHONE NUMBER IS: (                              ) 

CARD NUMBER SECURITY # 

SIGNATURE EXPIRATION DATE 

May we email you periodically about the Food Bank of Northern Nevada? 

@ 

Food Source May2018 

Thank You 

Save the Date 

Stay connected to the work you support at 
these sites and on our website at fbnn.org 

We hear often from parents and 

grandparents like Natasha and Rita, 

who are eager to share with us about 

the important impact our 

programs have on their 

families.  Their rent and 

other expenses are 

taking the majority of 

their budgets, leaving 

little left over for the 

healthy food options 

they know their children 

need.  They are so 

thankful for these 

programs that allow them to access 

the fresh, nutritious food for their 

children that they can’t always afford.   

We know that many families with 

school-aged children have an even 

tougher time making their budgets 

work when summertime comes.  

Without programs like the Food 

Bank’s Mobile Harvest and Kids Cafe, 

their children have gone to bed 

hungry.  It just doesn’t have to be that 

way.  We are so grateful for your 

support in ensuring these vital 

resources continue to be delivered to 

children throughout the 

year.  Your support 

keeps programs like 

Mobile Harvest up and 

running and very 

efficient.  Programs like 

this eliminate food waste 

while keeping families 

healthy.   

The real truth is that your 

dollar goes very far in 

providing healthy foods to families with 

children.  We source these fresh foods 

by the truckload, getting great value 

and maximizing every cent. Your $25 

donation provides 75 wholesome 

meals to families who are struggling 

each day.   

 You can send your gift using the 

enclosed form or you can also give 

online at fbnn.org.   

Your support keeps children from going to bed hungry.  

July 21 – Summer of Service 

All Ages Volunteer Event 

September – Hunger Action Month 

For more information about these 

events, please visit our website at 

fbnn.org/events. 

We’re grateful to the following 

organizations for their generous 

hunger-fighting grants: 

 Charles Schwab - $12,500 for 

Bridges to a Thriving Nevada and 

C4C 

 Save Mart CARES - $3,500 for 

Nutrition Education  

 Marie Crowley Foundation - 

$12,000 for Mobile Harvest 

helping kids and seniors 

 Terry Lee Wells Foundation - 

$12,000 for Food Distribution 


