
Feeding the hungry today and solving hunger for tomorrow through community partnership.

Please make your check payable to: 

Food Bank of Northern Nevada 
550 Italy Drive  |  McCarran, NV  89434

Your donation is tax 
deductible to the full 
extent of the law. We 
will send you a receipt 
for your records.

To charge your gift by phone, please call 775-331-3663.
It’s easy! Give online at fbnn.org

May we email you periodically about the Food Bank of Northern Nevada?

 @

CARD NUMBER  SECURITY #

SIGNATURE  EXPIRATION DATE

Please charge my gift on my credit card:   
m VISA    m MC     m AMEX     m DISC

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

m    Please send me information about the Hunger Fighting 
Champions monthly giving program.

MY PHONE NUMBER IS:  (  )
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INSIDE

Thank you

Save the date Food Source
Healthy Food. Every Person. Every Day.  

Check out our new 
website  fbnn.org

At the Food Bank of Northern Nevada we help over 13,000 seniors each 
month. Many of them live at or below the poverty line. For a senior, that 
means living on a monthly income of $950 or less. 
After rent, medicine, utilities and car expenses are 
paid, seniors often struggle with having enough to 
buy food. 

The Food Bank is everything

Betty is one of those seniors. At 86, she has been 
working at Costco running their sample tables.  
But when she broke her pelvis, she was unable  
to work for six months. With only $700 a month to 
live on, Betty simply couldn’t pay her car insurance 
and mobile home space and have enough to eat. 
Coming to the Food Bank—“It’s everything,” says 
Betty. “If I don’t get food at the Food Bank, I just 
don’t eat.”

Although Betty has tried to get other help, she 
often feels despairing and forgotten. “I’ve tried 
everything. Now all my savings are gone, and  
I’ve had my credit ruined.” Betty’s eyes well 
with tears.  Too choked up to continue as she 
walks out the door Betty adds, “At 86, you 
don’t get too much.”

Not forgotten

Your support not only provides food that 
nourishes the body, but you’re letting seniors 
like Betty know that they are not forgotten. 
Will you give a gift of caring today? You can 
use the enclosed form, or give online at  
fbnn.org. On behalf of all the seniors and 
families we serve—Thank you!

Thank you for helping us support our seniors

When Alicia and her husband 
moved to the area to be near 
one of their children, they 
struggled to find part-time 
work to supplement their 
retirement money. To get by, 
Alicia was cutting their meals 
to very small portions until 
she heard about the food 
pantry. “This Food Bank is  
a good idea!” she says.

Read more of Alicia’s story  
on page 3.

“ I’m so thankful 
that they provided 
something for us 
to eat when times 
were hard.” —ALICIA

The Food Bank kept us from 
going hungry—thank you!

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
A word of gratitude 
from Cherie
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Yes Cherie! I want to help provide food and hope for seniors, families 
and individuals this holiday season. I’ve enclosed:

11N/15   28098-4

Food for Fines—November 1-30  
This program allows library patrons 
to donate cans or boxes of food in 
lieu of paying library fines. Last 
year the Washoe County libraries 
collected over 20,000 pounds of 
food to support FBNN.

Pie it Forward at the 
Peppermill—November 22nd

KTVN Share Your Christmas 
Drive by Food Drive— 
Friday, December 11th

RTC Food For Fare— 
December 10th and 11th

For more information about these 
events, please visit our website at 
fbnn.org/events

Wells Fargo 2015—$30,000 for 
food distribution

Wells Fargo 2015—$17,500 for 
Bridges to a Thriving Nevada

NV Energy Foundation—$25,000 
for Bridges to a Thriving Nevada

John Ben Snow Memorial 
Trust—$7,500 for nutrition 
education

“ If I don’t get food 
at the Food Bank, 
I just don’t eat.”  
—BETTY

m $250    m $100    m $50    m $25    m Other $_______

November 2015
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President’s Report

Cherie Jamason
President and CEO

The holidays are a special time in our family and community 
life, and there’s a real spirit of giving that’s a part of the 
festivities. During the holidays the issue of hunger is brought to 
light in our communities. Your generous response to that need 
in supporting our holiday food and fund drives helps us feed 
families, seniors and individuals who are struggling throughout 
the winter months.

We’re especially focusing on our senior population in this 
issue of our newsletter. So many of them have worked all their 
lives, but find themselves in situations like Betty’s where they 
just can’t make ends meet. They’re veterans like Alicia’s 
husband, and often they’re helping to raise grandchildren.  
Your support is helping us reach out to over 13,000 seniors 

every month through the senior 
commodities program, supplemental 
food boxes, emergency food pantries 
and even hot meals. 

As we work to feed seniors and other 
low-income families, we’re also working 
to connect them with other services 

they need to live healthy lives. Our association with the Truckee 
Meadows Healthy Communities Initiative has already brought 
great collaboration among service providers in Reno. And we 
recently held a Family Festival in conjunction with our mobile 
pantry where many of these service providers came together in 
one place. It’s exciting to see all these organizations that help 
our seniors and low-income families working together to create 
healthy communities.

I have always said that this life of serving others is better than 
I ever could have imagined it. I am so grateful to all of you who 
give your treasures of time, money, and your voice to hungry 
people in our community. Because of your generosity, seniors, 
families and individuals who are struggling to put food on the 
table will have the hope of knowing that they will have the 
nutritious food they need to survive. For that, we can’t say 
thank you enough.

With gratitude,

Cherie Jamason, President and CEO

“There are a lot of caring people in this 
community,” says Mike Marberum, Director of 
the Community Food Pantry, one of our 135 
partner agencies. The 
pantry, which is staffed 
by volunteers, serves 
anywhere from 140 
to 200 families every 
week. “The volunteers 
put their heart and soul 
into this,” Mike says.

From the Food Bank, Community Food 
Pantry orders nonperishable goods and 
receives fresh produce to distribute to the 
families they serve. “This pantry wouldn’t 
exist without the Food Bank of Northern 
Nevada,” says Sherryl Netzler, rector of St. 
Paul’s Church, which sponsors the pantry. 

Stories that touch the heart

Mike and Sherryl are touched by so many 
of the stories they hear from people coming 
through their doors, including Betty, whose 
story you can read on page 4. But Mike says 
he really feels for the senior population.  “I 
see no way out for them,” says Mike.  “Even 
if the economy turns around, they’re never 
going to get additional funds.” 

Mike sees his work with the food pantry 
as one of social responsibility. “It’s who we 
are as Americans,” he says. “We have to take 
care of those who can’t make it.” And he’s 
thankful to the donors who have made that 
investment in the Food Bank of Northern 
Nevada. “Without them, we wouldn’t have 
food to give out,” he says.

Serving with  
heart and soul

A word of 
gratitude  
from Cherie

Volunteer Spotlight

“ There are a 
lot of caring 
people in this 
community.”  
—MIKE

Thank you for helping us through a hard time

I’m thankful to receive and thankful to give back
My name is Kathy and I’m both a recipient and a volunteer here at the Sparks 

Christian Fellowship food pantry. When I first came here, I needed help. Then, 
about two years ago I decided to commit to helping weekly and I’ve been doing 
it ever since.

I used to have a good life but then everything went down hill. I got divorced. 
My mom died. I went bankrupt and lost my house. I had no food and no place to 
live with my two sons. That’s when I first found out about the food pantry, and 
they helped me a lot. 

Putting a smile on people’s faces

I have a good job now and I come here to volunteer. I like helping people 
because I know what it’s like to go without. When people come through the 
doors of this pantry they get a hug and a hello and we tell a joke or two. They 
leave with a smile on their face and some food for their belly. And that feels good.

I’m thankful for all the people who support the work of the Food Bank—the 
people who give and the people who load the trucks—it takes everyone. A lot 
of people would be hungry if it wasn’t for the Food Bank. So I’m thankful they’re 
part of this community, and part of my life, too.

“ Your support 
is helping us 
reach out to over 
13,000 seniors 
every month.”

Agency Spotlight

My name is Alicia and I’m very happy with  
the food I get here at the food pantry. I love 
getting things like mac and cheese! And getting 
fresh fruits and vegetables is helpful because 
they’re very 
expensive  
in the store.

After 50 years  
in the Department 
of Defense, my 
husband [also a 
Vietnam Veteran] 
retired. We moved 
to the area to be close to his son—
we thought it would be a good 
place to live in our retirement.

Because his pension is not 
enough to live on, he usually works 
a part-time job, but he hasn’t been 
able to get work here. It’s been a real 
financial struggle and really hard  
to pay our bills. In the winter we’re 
thankful to get free firewood to keep 
our home heated.

Stretching meals to have enough

When we first moved here, I was going 
to the 99-cent store and making smaller 
meals to help us get by. We got pretty 
hungry until someone told us about  

the food pantry! 

When I was younger and raising  
my children from my first marriage,  
I remember really struggling. I wish I’d 

known about food pantries back then.  
I was good at making beans and rice  
and tortillas. And I knew how to pick  
wild greens to help our diet. I still do  
that to this day.

I’m so thankful that this place has 
provided something for us to eat when 
times were hard. I don’t come all  
the time, only when I need to. But 
knowing this is here helps us so much. 
So thank you—the Food Bank is really 
a good idea! 

“ We got pretty 
hungry until 
someone told us 
about the food 
pantry!” 
—ALICIA

“ They leave with a smile 
on their face and some 
food for their belly.” 
—KATHY
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